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Language Arts- Students have continued their work of analyzing text details and synthesizing 

big ideas through their reading. Our students have enjoyed reading articles from our Non – 

Fiction database, “Science in the News.” These engaging articles have addressed a variety of 

topics including endangered animals and evolving forms of transportation. After reading these 

texts, student have been required to respond to literature using multi – paragraph responses. 

Together we have discussed paragraph organization and discussed the necessity of a topic 

sentence, supporting details and a conclusion.  In order to continually enhance student 

writing, we have also challenged our students to construct extended responses using two texts 

with a similar theme. In these extended responses, students are asked to analyze how these 

stories are similar and different.  

 

Math – We have officially concluded our unit on fractions. Upon returning after the Mid – 

Winter vacation, we explored the second half of the module. These lessons addressed 

fractions greater than 1 (improper fractions), addition and subtraction of fractions, word 

problems and exploring fractional patterns.  Our mathematicians worked extremely hard 

during this unit as they explored and applied various strategies to problem solving using 

fractions. Some of these fractions included number bonds, a number line and decomposing 

(borrowing) from a whole. Upon completing our unit on fractions, we have started our new unit 

on geometry. Within this module, students will be exposed to new geometric vocabulary such 

as lines, rays, angles and will analyze the relationship between these concepts. As we progress 

through the unit, students will be introduced to the use of a protractor to measure and extend 

their geometric thinking. Stay tuned to our work in this unit! 

 

Social Studies – In Social Studies, we have gone back in time and have been learning about 

Colonial America. As students read these non – fiction lessons, students applied their previously 

taught strategies from our Non - Fiction Reader’s Workshop unit. This was a great opportunity 

for students to see how their thinking as Non – Fiction readers can be applied in a variety of 

texts and content related areas. To supplement our provided curriculum, our historians have 

been extending their learning through a Colonial America WebQuest. For this learning activity, 

students have been provided with the task of researching life in the colonies to provide 

information to potential British citizens about life in the “New World.” 

 

Science – Our scientists have been enjoying learning about Matter. In this unit, we have 

explored various concepts such as types of energy, transferring and transforming energy as 

well as energy as it relates to matter. Students greatly enjoyed this unit as we supplemented 

our provided curriculum with various hands on observation labs and performance tasks. One 

of our favorite activities included the circuit demonstration and the “Hot vs. Cold” observation 

lab. These learning experiences have helped to solidify students’ understanding of control 

variables.  

 

 

 



    

Announcements 
 This month, we have been traveling to the library for collaborative sessions with Ms. Nedwick. 

Our students have enjoyed selecting a Colonial trade to further research and learn about. 

Ask your child about this Google Classroom based project! 

 On March 7th, our class was lucky enough to shop at the PTSA Used Book Fair. In addition to 

the students, we were able to purchase some new texts to add to our classroom library. 

Thank you to any parents to helped organize and/or volunteer at this event! 

 Also on March 7th, Hillside enjoyed a bagpipe assembly to excite students about the 

upcoming holiday, St. Patrick’s Day! 

 On March 11th, Claudia joined our class for her monthly “Current Events” presentation. 

 On March 14th, our fourth graders traveled to Irvington Town Hall Theater to watch the 

production of “Annie!” The show was sure a hit! 

 To celebrate “National Reading Month” our students enjoyed an author visit from Dan 

Yaccarino. This New York based author is the proud writer and illustrator of various children 

texts. Additionally on March 21st, local author Diana Harmon Asher visited Hillside. It was 

exciting for the students to ask questions and learn about the writing process from our 

previous read aloud, Sidetracked.  

 On March 27th, Mrs. Snyder conducted her monthly counseling lesson with our class. This 

month’s lesson addressed bully prevention.  
 On March 29th, Hillside had a “Second Step Assembly.” Hillside teachers and students wore 

yellow to demonstrate respect.  

 

Upcoming Events 

 April 2 - 3  –  NYS ELA Test  

 April 8 – Current Events 

 April 9 – Technology Session with Mrs. K   

 April 15 – 22 – Spring Break – Schools are Closed 

 April 25 – Color in Character Day – Red (Courage) 

 April 26 - Late Start for Students & Scholastic Orders Due 

 April 26 – “Color in Character” -  Career Day 

 

 

As always please reference our class website for more 

information, pictures and updates on our class! 
 

 

 

Warmest regards, 

Ms. Speno and Mrs. Forbes  

 


